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of war, the sense of action, have disappeared; they
have been replaced by mere staff work, though staffs
have always been incapable of creating, of themselves
alone, such a thing as victory.

In spite of all, in spite of this complete misappreci-
ation of war, the Austrians were to have the luck at
the beginning of the day of the 27th, to meet with
particularly favourable circumstances. There are other
things in war than principles; there is time, places,
distances, ground, chance which cannot be mastered.
The Austrians ended all the same in being beaten.
You cannot violate principles with impunity; fortune
tires out, mind soon vindicates its rights over matter
and chance.

I say "favourable circumstances." If we consider
the first hours of the day of the 27th, the Sixth Austrian
Army Corps could quickly reach its objective, the road
from Nachod to Skalitz, by marching on a wide front
and using three of four roads of which one only, it is
true, that on the right, was a highway. The length of
the march would be from six to nine miles for the in-
fantry brigades and eleven miles for the artillery reserve.
Starting at 3 a.m., as had been ordered, the infantry
might arrive by 7, artillery by 9 or 10 (in view of the
bad state of the roads), provided no enemy should be
met with on the way. A cavalry division was available
for the protection of the march.

On the Prussian side, to reach Nachod, the main
body of the army corps had to cover eleven or twelve
miles, the reserves thirteen; and this on one single
road, along an almost continuously narrow way.

They have, of course, an advance guard at Nachod,
but it will have no more than its own unaided strength
until 11 or noon. It may have to fight the Austrian
army corps from as early as 7, under circumstances
which would then become critical, both (1) for that
advance guard, isolated for such a long time; and
(2) for the army corps behind it, which has only one
issue by which to debouch (Nachod), and is in danger
of losing it. The task prescribed to each one of these
two opposing army corps gave the Austrians an
advantage.

The commander of the Fifth Prussian Corps could